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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily identify a magnetic cassette tape by providing a 
detection to be made section, which is optically made detectable, to the portion, that is 
located opposite to an optical detecting means in a recording and reproducing device, 
when the tape is loaded into the device. 

SOLUTION: A color identifying sensor 9, which is made up with a light emitting element 9a 
and a photodetector 9b, is provided to a cassette loading section 7 so that the sensor 9 is 
positioned opposite to a lid 3 when it is opened. Then, the detection result by the sensor 9 
and the identification result by an identifying circuit 11 are inputted to a control circuit 13. If 
a magnetic cassette tape 1 is loaded into a digital video recorder through a path indicated 
by an arrow mark A and the sensor 9 detects the fact that the lid 3 is yellow, the circuit 1 1 
recognizes that the tape 1 is a low density recording digital video cassette. Then, a control 
circuit 13 controls a recording system circuit 15 and a driving system circuit 17 so as to 
execute a recording or a reproducing in a low density recording mode. 
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